
IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 
3673-0125P 



Applicant: 
Appl. No.: 
Filed: 
For: 



Akio YAMAMOTO et al. 



Conf.: 



4907 



09/986,114 Group: 2613 

November 7, 2001 Examiner: SENFI, BEHROOZ M 

BALL MOTION MEASURING APPARATUS 



LETTER 



March 24, 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Further to the Request for Reconsideration and the Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) filed March 21, 2005, submitted herewith is a Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 in 
connection with the above-identified application. It is requested that the Examiner consider this 
Declaration. 

In the event there are any matters remaining in this application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact Paul C. Lewis, Registration No. 43,368 at (703) 205-8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 



Docket No. 3673-01 25P 
Appl.No. 09/986,114 
Letter dated March 24, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of October 21, 2004 

Page 2 of 2 



If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, to 
charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




PCL/cl 
3673-0125P 



P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 




4J5i5^^pplicants : 



IN THE O.S, PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Akio YAMAMOTO et al. 



Conf . : 



4907 



PATENT 
3673-0125P 



Serial 



No, : 



09/986,114 



Art Unit: 2613 



Filed: 



November 7^ 2001 



Examiner: Behrooz M.SENFI 



For: 



BALL MOTION MEASURING APPARATUS 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C,F>R> §1.131 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Washington, DC 20231 
Sir: 

I, Kengo OKA, residing at 1-1, Motomachi-dori 6-chome, Chuo- 
ku, Kobe, JAPAN do declare and say as follows: 

1. I am a citizen and a qualified patent attorney under 
the laws of Japan. 

2. I understand that the Examiner in charge of the above- 
identified application has made a rejection under 35 U,S.C* § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Rankin et al., U.S* Patent No, 
5,489,099 in view of Edelson et al., U.S. Application Publication 
No. 2002/0054211- In addition, the Examiner has made a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rankin et al., 
U.S. Patent No. in view of Edelson et al . , U.S. Application 
Publication No. 2002/0054211 as applied to claim 1, and further 
in view of Yokota et al . , U.S. Patent No. 5,905,530. 

4. The Examiner relies on U.S. Provisional Application No. 
60/245,710, from which the Edelson et al. reference claims 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e), as the effective date of the 
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Edelson at al. reference* Accordingly, the effective date of the 
Edelson et al. reference is November 6^ 2000. 

5. A verified translation of the Japanese priority 
application of the present application, i.e. Japanese Application 
No. 2000-339896, was filed in the U.S. Patent Office on January 
14, 2005 in order to perfect the claim to priority of the present 
application to November 8, 2000. 

6. The present invention was conceived prior to November 6, 
2000 and the present invention was constructively reduced to 
practice on November 8, 2000 by diligently filing Japanese 
Application No. 2000-339896 on November 8, 2000. As evidence of 
prior invention^ the following facts and documents are provided: 

(A) . A copy of a first draft of the specification of the 
present invention was sent by me to the intellectual property 
department of the Assignee of the present application, Sumitomo 
Rubber Industries, Ltd. prior to November 6, 2000. A copy of the 
first draft of the specification in the Japanese language is 
attached to the present Declaration. Also attached to the 
present Declaration is a translation of the claims of the first 
draft. 

(B) , The intellectual property department of the Assignee of 
the present application, Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd, 
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instructed me to make some minor modifications of the first draft. 
A second draft was prepared and sent to the intellectual property 
department of the Assignee of the present application, Sumitomo 
Rubber Industries, Ltd. on November 6, 2000, 

(C) . The intellectual property department of the Assignee of 
the present application, Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd, 
instructed me to file the application with the second draft of 
the specification (Japanese Application No. 2000-339896) on 
November 8, 2000 after making some minor amendments to the second 
draft, A first difference between the second draft and Japanese 
Application No. 2000-339896 (and the present application) was 
changing page 5, line 12 from 10 degrees" to 5 degrees." A 
second difference between the second draft and Japanese 
Application No. 2000-339896 (and the present application) was 
changing page 12, line 12 to specify that the horizontal view 
angle was 45.24 degrees. In addition, claim 6 of the second 
draft was a multiple dependent claim, which corresponds to claims 
2r 5 and 8 of the present application. As mentioned above, a 
verified translation of the specification of Japanese Application 
No. 2000-339896 was submitted to the U.S. Patent Office on 
January 14, 2005, Since the second draft was the same as 
Japanese Application No. 2000-339896 except for the above changes. 
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a copy of the second draft has not been attached to the present 
Declaration. 

(D) - With regard to the differences between the first draft 
and the present application, referring to the translation of the 
claims of the first drafts claim 1 of the first draft corresponds 
substantially to claim 1 of the present application, except that 
the recitation ''corrected image" in the first draft was changed 
to ''magnified image." In addition, claims 2, 3 and 4 of the 
first draft substantially correspond to claims 3, 4 and 6, 
respectively, of the present application. Furthermore, claim 5 
of the first draft substantially corresponds to claim 7 of the 
present application, except that ''at infinity" was added to claim 
7 of the second draft. 

(E) . In view of the above, the first draft specification, 
the second draft specification and the specification filed as 
Japanese Application No. 2000-339896 were substantially the same 
except for the above-mentioned minor amendments. In view of this, 
the first draft specification fully supports the claims of the 
present application, 

3. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
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these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 





Date 



Kengo OKA 



Enclosure: 



First Draft Specification 

Translation of Claims of First Draft Specification 
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English Translation of claims of First Draft 

1. A ball motion measuring apparatus comprising: 

a CCD camera for photographing a flying ball to obtain 
original image data; 

a calculating section for carrying out a magnifying 
process over a part including a ball image in an original image, 
thereby calculating corrected image data; and 

a display section for displaying a corrected image based 
on the corrected image data. 

2. A ball motion measuring apparatus comprising: 

a CCD camera for photographing a flying ball to obtain 
original image data; and 

a calculating section for correcting a coordinate error 
made by a distortion of an original image which is caused by 
a lens of the CCD camera, thereby calculating correction data. 

3. The ball motion measuring apparatus according to claim 
2, wherein the coordinate error is corrected based on a 
correction ratio determined by a distance from a center of the 
original image. 

4. A ball motion measuring apparatus comprising: 

a CCD camera for photographing a flying ball to obtain 
original image data; and 

a calculating section for correcting a coordinate error 
made by a shift of a direction of a ball image from a direction 
of an optical axis of the CCD camera, thereby calculating 
correction data. 

5. The ball motion measuring apparatus according to claim 

4, wherein the correction of the coordinate error serves to 
convert data obtained from an original image into data obtained 
by photographing a front part of the ball. 

6. The ball motion measuring apparatus according to claim 

5, wherein the CCD camera has a focal distance of ♦ mm or 
less . 
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